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Phil’s Tips: 
1.Never Buy a Cheap Computer

Because in 3 or 4 years it will be slow, and 
you’ll be tempted to buy a new one.

2.Never Buy Software
Because there is always a free app that 
does (more or less) what you want.
I will show you some of them in this 
presentation.



Operating Systems
● Two PC ecosystems:

– Microsoft Windows
– The Unix Family

● Apple’s MacOS & iOS, Google’s ChromeOS & 
Android, and Linux are all varieties of Unix.

● The Unix family runs on two thirds of the PCs, 
laptops, tablets and smartphones in use today.

● Three quarters of Internet servers run Linux.
● Overall, Windows is in a minority!



GNU/Linux



GNU/Linux

● Linux is the free version of the Unix OS.
● It was written by Linus Torvalds in 1991.
● It runs on phones, tablets, laptops, desktops …
● All the supercomputers in the world run Linux.
● It can revitalise an old Windows machine.



GNU/Linux

● Strictly speaking, Linux is just the OS kernel
● Linux distributions come with the GNU utilities
● There are many distributions:

– e.g. Ubuntu, Debian, Mint …

● They come with a different selection of utilities
● A Linux app runs on all distributions



GNU/Linux

● The basic utilities are included in your installation:
– File Manager
– Email app
– Web Browser
– Office Suite (word processor, spreadsheet ...)
– Contacts, Calendar, Notes, Package Manager, etc.

● And you can add many more.



GNU/Linux

“Quality was maintained not by rigid standards or 
autocracy but by the naively simple strategy of 
releasing every week and getting feedback from 
hundreds of users within days, creating a sort of 
rapid Darwinian selection on the mutations 
introduced by developers.”



Linux Mint
The desktop and apps window, 
running from a USB stick.

Clicking the CD icon installs Mint 
on the PC’s hard disk/SSD.



Firefox



Firefox

● Firefox is a child of the Netscape web browser
● It was started in 2002 and first released in 2004
● It became significantly faster in 2017
● It is owned by the non-profit Mozilla Foundation
● It prides itself on privacy, security and speed



Firefox

“Ads are distracting and make web pages load 
slower while their trackers watch every move you 
make online. The Firefox Browser blocks most 
trackers automatically, so there’s no need to dig into 
your security settings.”

 - The Firefox website



Firefox



Thunderbird



Thunderbird

● Thunderbird is a fully-featured email client.
● It was first released in 2003.
● It is owned by the non-profit Mozilla Foundation.
● It prides itself on privacy and security.
● It is implemented as a mail interface to Firefox.



Thunderbird

“Thunderbird is funded by user donations. We don’t 
collect personal data, sell ads in your inbox, or 
secretly train AI with your private conversations. 
Thunderbird is open source. As part of the Mozilla 
family you can be confident we always put your 
privacy and security first.”

 - The Thunderbird website



Thunderbird





LibreOffice

● LibreOffice is a suite of office apps:
– Writer word processor
– Calc spreadsheet app
– Impress presentation editor
– Draw, Base, Math

● It was forked from OpenOffice in 2010.
● It is owned by the non-profit The Document 

Foundation.



A Sample Video




More Shining Examples

● Apache
Web Server

● Nginx
Web Server

● MariaDB
Database

● MuseScore
Music Score Editor

● DaVinci Resolve
Video Editing App



The Fediverse
In a Nutshell

● Social Networking
● Blogs
● Photos
● Music
● And more ...



The ActivityPub Protocol

● Social Media
● Micro Blogging
● Macro Blogging
● Photo Sharing
● Video Sharing
● Content Management
● Content Aggregation



A Few Fediverse Sites

Mastodon ● Decentralised Microblogging
– Social networking service

● An alternative to /Twitter𝕏
– ‘Toots’ instead of ‘Tweets’

● 500 character posts
● Server-specific moderation

https://joinmastodon.org/


A Few Fediverse Sites

Friendica ● Decentralised Microblogging
– Social networking service

● An alternative to Facebook
– Friends & Newsfeeds

● Multiple profiles/uses
● Extensible via plugins
●  👨🏻‍🎓 crotchety@friendica.world

https://friendi.ca/


Phil’s Home Page



A Few Fediverse Sites

Pixelfed ● Decentralised Photo Sharing
● An alternative to Instagram

– But with no tracking or adverts

● Albums
● Likes and Comments
● Direct Messaging

https://pixelfed.org/


A Few Fediverse Sites

Peertube ● Decentralised Video Sharing
● An alternative to YouTube

– But with no tracking or adverts

● A network of servers
● Per-server moderation

https://joinpeertube.org/


A Few Fediverse Sites

WordPress ● #1 Blogging Service
● Also a website builder
● Supports ActivityPub

– For connection to the Fediverse

– But only on $40/m Business Plan

● Extensible via many plugins

https://wordpress.org/


Hubzilla Does It All
● Social
● Blogs
● Photos
● Music
● Websites
● Forums
● Calendar
● Files
● ...

https://hubzilla.org/


Comparison Table - 1



Comparison Table - 2



Hubzilla’s Stream
● Post List
● Selected 
Post

● Content
● Notices phil@hub.hubzilla.de



Hubzilla as an App

On a mobile device, you can use Hubzilla like an 
ordinary app. To make this work, visit the Hubzilla 
website, sign in, and tell your web browser to ‘Add 
to home screen’.





The Pros and Cons

1. Cost (Photoshop, Adobe’s PDF Editor, Sibelius & Finale)

2. Quality (Functionality, Aesthetics, Intuitiveness)

3. Support (Apple , Linux ?, Google ?, Microsoft )✅ ✅ ❌

4. Platforms (Windows, MacOS, Android, Linux)

5. Familiarity (MS Word, Facebook, etc.)

6. Control (mega-corporation or individual user)



Greed vs Altruism

“It is better to give than to receive.”

Which I interpret as:

“It is better to give your time, money, skills and 
wisdom to others than to encourage others to give 
their time, money, skills and wisdom to you.”



Thank you!
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